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What About Whales?

During this assembly program one of our education staff members will introduce students to
several whale and dolphin species found in Pacific waters. Using slides, life-sized inflatable
whales, bones, teeth and baleen, students will learn characteristics of marine mammals and
understand the differences between toothed and baleen whales. Participating in this program
and using the enclosed activities will help your students meet the grade five Common Curricu-
lum Goals and Benchmarks listed on the back of this sheet.

Before your assembly program:

- Compare the living conditions of a marine

Give your students the pre-test.

Ask your students to list.the characteristics of mammals and
give examples.

Assign the activity How Big Is It? included in your
packet. Using a bar graph, have your students
graph the length of each animal.

mammal with those of a terrestrial mam-
mal. Where do they sleep? How do they
get their food? What do they eat?
What environmental conditions
must they be adapted to?

Read one of the books listed
on the enclosed reference
list, either individually or aloud to your class.

Gray whale

After your assembly program:

Give your students the post-test. Mail the pre and post-test results to the Aquarium.
Lead a classroom discussion using the enclosed dilemma cards activity.
Assign the math activity Figuring Out Whales.

Review the difference between endangered and threatened species with your class.
Several species of whales (sei, fin, sperm, blue, humpback and right) are currently
listed as endangered in the state of Oregon. Ask students to consider what actions they
can take to prevent further loss of these species.

Use the enclosed Gray Whale and Orca fact and coloring sheets to compare and
contrast the characteristics of toothed and baleen whales.

@ OREGON COAST AQUARTUM

uiwi8o4d 1ovaLno G—¢ SIpYLS

;Sa1pym Jnoqu Jpym























































































